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<FONT FACE=\"Times New Roman\" SIZE=\"4\">King's arbitrary imposition of taxes, but their case<BR>in general was based on a much wider assumption<BR>of the King's divine right and absolute authority.<BR>Sir John Bankes returned over and again to the<BR>burden ' He is an absolute monarch/ and his last<BR>words were, <SUP>c</SUP> My Lords, if there were no law to<BR>compel unto his duty, yet nature and the inviolate<BR>law   of preservation,  ought   to   move   us ;   these<BR>vapours which are exhaled from us will again descend<BR>upon us in our safety, and in the honour of our<BR>nation.   And therefore let us obey the King's com- <BR>mand by his writ, and not dispute.    He is the first<BR>mover amongst these orbs of ours, and he is the<BR>circle of this circumference, and he is the centre of<BR>us all, wherein we all as in the loins, should meet;<BR>he is the soul of this body, whose proper act is to<BR>command.    I shall need no permission to do justice<BR>in this matter to the King/    Holborne himself for<BR>Hampden had a few days earlier indulged in a little<BR>high flying of his own :   * Before I enter into the<BR>argument further ... I here profess for my client<BR>and myself, that while we speak of political advice,<BR>and how far a governor is subject to error , . . we<BR>do always with thankfulness to him acknowledge our<BR>present happiness to be blessed with so just a prince,<BR>and we fetch it from our hearts, and were his Majesty<BR>so immortal as he deserves, and that his successors<BR>might be heirs to his virtues and his Grown, we should<BR>wish that the Regal Power might be free from political<BR>advice  and   unlimited.<SUP>3</SUP>   At  which  point  he  was<BR>interrupted by Lord Chief Justice Finch, who in- <BR>formed him that it was not within the competence<BR>of the Bar to talk about future government, and that</FONT><BR>\
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